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The 15th edition of EIASM Conference on Intangibles and Intellectual capital has been held 
last September in Coimbra, an ancient Portuguese university town and UNESCO world 
heritage site. The Conference confirms itself as one of the main academic events about 
Intangibles, Intellectual capital, and non-financial reporting, thanks to a broad participation of 
researchers from all over Europe.  

 

 

Coimbra, Portugal, UNESCO World Heritage Site  
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The Conference has been excellently directed by two chairpersons, Prof. Dr. Stefano Zambon 
from Department of  Economics and management, University of Ferrara; and Prof. Maria 
Conceição Marques, from Instituto Superior de Contabilidade e Administração de Coimbra, 
Coimbra Business School. The Conference is organised under the auspices of WICI Europe – 
regional jurisdiction of the Global WICI Network, the world’s business reporting network.  

The Conference is organised so that to host both important keynote speakers, and as many as 
possible papers from researchers, so that to deliver a scientific panorama about the topics of 
the conference, joining academic research and professional competences.  

The conference had an audience of 70 participants, from 19 Countries, both European and 
non-European, such as Brazil USA, Canada, and Japan. The four tracks organised on parallel 
section hosted 54 papers, covering all the topics of the Conference. 

 

Keynote speakers and roundtable  

The Conference has been enriched by an open plenary session, a roundtable, a keynote 
speech, and a panel on Intangibles in non-profit organizations.  

 

 

ISCAC Coimbra Business School, venue of the conference  

 

The opening plenary session, chaired by prof. Maria da Conceicaso da Costa Marques, hosted 
the speeches of prof. Lucia Lima Rodrigues and Ramus Sommer.  

Prof. Rodrigues is professor of Accounting at the Escola de gestao, University of Minho, 
Portugal. She opened the conference with an interesting speech about Intangibles in our 
economies and firms.  

Rasmus Sommer is technical manager of EFRAG – The European Financial Reporting Advisory 
Group. He introduced the “EFRAG research project on better information on intangibles” 
aiming at developing alternatives to provide more relevant information on intangibles in 
financial reporting.  

The Special Roundtable was carried on about “Intangibles and IC: Portuguese Perspectives” 
and chaired by Stefano Zambon, University of Ferrara, Italy. It was the occasion to compare 
academic and professional points of view, given the participants affiliation:  
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- Florinda Matos, professor at the Technical University of Lisbon, but also founder and 
president of ICAA – Intellectual Capital Association, and leader of the ICLab, 
Intellectual Capital Research Center;  

- Manuel Caldeira Cabral, former Minister of Economy, Portugal;  
- Nelson Fontainhas, Parter Deloitte;  
- Eduardo Moura, Director EDP, a leading company in the energy sector.  

The Keynote speech was given by Prof. Marcia Annisette, form the Schulich Business School, 
University of York, Toronto, chaired by Stefano Zambon. The topic of this speech was focused 
on the case study of an application of the Integrated Reporting to a reception centre for 
immigrants and refugees.  Her speech illustrated as the application of IR framework is able to 
give prominence to the human values generated by these organizations.  

The Conclusive panel on Intangibles in non-profit organizations was chaired by Pierluigi 
Catalfo, form the Department of Economics and management, µUniversity of Messina Italy. 
The discussant Laura Girella, from IIRC – International Integrated Reporting Council, 
coordinate the presentations of two case studies about the application of the Integrated 
Reporting in the not-profit sector, issued by Piero Ferrando and Paola Dameri from the 
Department of Economics and Business studies, University of Genoa, Italy.  

During the Conclusive plenary session chaired by prof. da Costa and prof. Zambon awards were 

conferred.  The list of Awards’Co-Winners, Co-Runners Up and Special Mentions 

is available on the conference web site. 

 
2020 Venue and dates have also been announced:  
The 16th edition of the conference will be held in Lille, France on September 14-15, 2020  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Lille, France, venue of the Conference in 2020  

 

 

  

http://www.eiasm.org/frontoffice/event_announcement.asp?event_id=1384#5956
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Parallel sessions  

The Conference hosted 19 parallel session organised to present the papers belonging to four 
special tracks:  
 

1. SPECIAL TRACK ON INTEGRATED REPORTING 

Track leader: Professor Dr. Axel Haller, University of Regensburg 

It included 9 papers, facing several aspects of IR implementation in practices and the role of 
the most important actors: Managers, stakeholders, preparers, supervisory members.  
 

2. SPECIAL TRACK ON BRAND VALUATION / REPUTATION 

Track leader: Prof. Dr. Manfred Schwaiger, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich  

It included 3 papers about corporate reputation and brand evaluation.  
 

3. SPECIAL TRACK ON “INTANGIBLES AND PUBLIC SECTOR” 

Track leaders: Prof. Pierluigi Catalfo, University of Catania; Prof. Francesca Manes Rossi, 
University of Salerno; Prof. Emidia Vagnoni, University of Ferrara.  

The track included 12 papers, regarding both intangibles and non financial reporting in every 
type of public body, such as universities, non-governmental organizations, municipalities, 
non-profit organizations, territorial networks, and so on.  
 

4. SPECIAL TRACK ON “DIGITAL BUSINESS TRANSFORMATION, IT-INVESTMENTS AND 
INTANGIBLES” 

Track leader: Prof. Dr.  Robert Obermaier, University of Passau 

This track included 3 papers about investments in business intelligence, security, and 
innovation.  

The general track about intangibles, intellectual capital and non-financial disclosure included 
the remaining 27 papers, ranging from theoretical revies about IC to empirical 
implementations of IR.  

 

Leisure at the Conference 

The Conference was not only an important scientific meeting, but also the occasion to visit 
Coimbra and its historical heritage. The ISCAC organised a visit to the Old University of 
Coimbra, the oldest university of Portugal, and one of the country's largest museums of higher 
education and research institutions. The University, located on the hill of the ancient town, 
host also the Joanina Library, a Baroque style library built in the 18th century, collecting 
ancient books of invaluable wealth. The university was included in the UNESCO world 
heritage list.  
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Panoramic view of the university courtyard (Paço das Escolas) with library at left 

 

At evening, the gala dinner was organised at Quinta das Lagrimas, a restaurant hosted in a 
former private sanctuary that welcomed Kings and Emperors.  
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********************************************************************************************* 

16th EIASM Interdisciplinary Conference 
on  

Intangibles and Intellectual Capital - Non-Financial and Integrated Reporting, Governance and 
Value Creation 

will take place in Lille, France - September 14-15, 2020  

Mark the dates in your agenda! 
(Details will be available soon.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Lille, France, venue of the Conference in 2020  

 

 

 


